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• ODISSeA – Launch of Postgraduate Programme in Organ
Donation January 7th, 2020
On

January

7th,

2020,

the

ODISSeA

Postgraduate Programme on Organ Donation
has started with 296 participants from
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines and Thailand.
Orientation session before the Postgraduate starts,

The

ODISSeA

Postgraduate

Programme

comes from the need for a specialised
education that builds adequate knowledge,
skills and attitude in organ donation to
improve the number of specialists that can
efficiently coordinate the process of organ
donation in Southeast Asian countries. The
participants will be trained through a variety
of educational strategies such as micro
learning capsules, webinars, online modules,
local

seminars,

on-the-job

improvement

projects, awareness events and international
assessment

seminars

to

ensure

competencies are built progressively and

December 14th, 2019, at University Santo Tomas
(Manila, Philippines)

transferred from the academic environment to

Introductory webinar session for Malaysian

the clinical setting. Participants are supported

participants, January 10th for University of Malaya

throughout

their

learning

journey

by

and Universiti Teknologi Mara (Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia)

international experts in the field as well as
local faculty, who previously completed the
ODISSeA Train the Trainers programme.
They will be the first generation to complete
the

ODISSeA

Postgraduate

Programme

equivalent to 30 ECTS.
The programme has progressed with a
gratifying beginning which can be attributed
the successful groundwork laid in the first
year of the project by all the consortium
partners. Participants have adapted well to

Local seminar organised by Mahidol University,
March 2nd (Nakhon Pathom, Thailand)

the virtual platform and participated actively
in the online activities. Participants from
Ateneo De Davao University and University of
Santo Tomas,

Philippines,

University

of

Medicine Yangon and University of Medicine
Mandalay,

Myanmar,

Mahidol University,

Thailand, also have the chance to meet and
learn from their local faculty during the faceto-face local seminars which were effectively
organised in January to March. Participants
in Malaysia from Universiti Malaya and
Universiti

Teknologi

Mara,

met

their

participants via videoconferencing prior to the
commencement of the programme.
Five training webinars have been successfully
held since the programme was launched. The
webinars covered topics from introduction in
organ

donation,

evaluation,

brain

donor

detection

and

death

diagnosis

and

determination, donor management and organ
viability as well as family approach for organ

Local seminar organised by University of Medicine
Mandalay, January 22nd (Mandalay, Myanmar)

donation. We are proud to have esteemed
international experts Dr Maria Paula Gomez,
Executive

Director

of

Donation

and

Transplantation Institute (DTI), Spain,
Dr Vlasta Merc, intensive care medicine
subspecialist, University Hospital Dubrava,
Croatia, Prof. Marco Zanello, the director of
the Anaesthesia and Neuro intensive Care
Unit of the Institute of Neurological Science of
Bologna,

Italy,

Dr.

Željka

Gavranović,

specialist in anaesthesiology and intensive
care medicine, University Hospital Center
Sisters of Mercy, Croatia, and Dr. Chloë
Ballesté,

International

Cooperation

&

Development Director of DTI, to give the
insightful talks and share their valuable
experience with the participants.
On May 29th, Dr. Marián Irazábal, MD,
Intensive Care Medicine in Hospital General
de

Catalunya

and

Hospital Parc

Taulí,

Transplant Coordinator & DTI collaborator
was invited to talk on “Organ donation and
transplantation in the current COVID-19
situation: Spanish recommendations”. This is
a special webinar organised by ODISSeA for
its participants in regard to the pandemic
situation.

Series of webinars delivered by international experts

• The rise of COVID-19
The education sector has been hit hard by On-the-job project.
the emergence of COVID-19. The ODISSeA Thailand shared the similar problems where
programme is not exempted. The advantage most of their participants have to dedicate to
that the programme has, is a blended the COVID-19 situation and only some are
approach to learning, which emphasizes on available for the online learning.
online education. Therefore, participants
can still continue their learning via the wellestablished virtual platform. However, most

COVID-19 confirmed cases of participating countries in

of our trainers and participants are doctors

Europe and Southeast Asia

and nurses from intensive care unit (ICU)

Updated until May 31st, 2020

and emergency department (ED). This has
become one of the major challenges as they
are the front liners who play a vital role and
devote their time in the battle against
COVID-19.
The participating countries are at different
magnitude of COVID-19 infection and thus
impacting the learning process in various
degrees.
In Myanmar, where low number of COVID19 cases were reported, the participants are
still able to follow the online activities and
start some of the On-the-job projects.
Malaysia experienced sharp increase of
cases and became the worst affected
among the SEA countries in March. All
learning activities have since then been put Source: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
on

hold

as

their

participants

are

overwhelmed with the work in COVID-19.
The situation has also been very difficult for
the

Philippines.

Around

40%

of

their

participants who are from ICU and ED
expressed their inability to continue their
learning.

The

remaining

participants

however are following the course and trying
to make progress for the

• Moving forward
Extraordinary Management Board meeting, April 24th

In response to this unprecedented crisis, the will be prepared for the virtual seminars and
management board of ODISSeA has been reinforcement of knowledge through face-tomeeting

up

regularly

to

monitor

the face sessions will be considered at later

development in each country and mitigate stage. International assessment seminar and
with measures to manage the disruptions. awareness events will be planned in 2021
Flexibility is considered so that participants with the hope that the situation will become
who are available can continue to perform the stable soon and face-to-face gathering will be
online

activities

while

the

cohort

of allowed.

participants who are not able to follow the
training can restart their learning when things
are better. This is to retain the motivation of
the participants in their learning and to
ensure

the

continuation

of

knowledge

building.

The unexpected pandemic has prompted
many changes and some needs of the
programme

have

to

be

inevitably

compromised. The consortium international
experts and local trainers however are in
great spirit of togetherness and we believe we

Some of the local seminars would be shifted are in a good position to overcome the hurdles
to virtual format
organising

as the

face-to-face

possibility

events

of and to attain the goals that have been

remains planned earlier.

uncertain.
In order to address the challenges of
imparting practical skills, additional resources

• Spreading the spirit of ODISSeA project to the world
ODISSeA project was shared by Dr. Koong Jun Kit during the

The

ODISSeA

project

is

an

ambitious project that brings
together

partners

Medical Symposium at University of Malaya Medical Centre
(UMMC) when he talked about Organ Donation Education in
Malaysia, January 22nd

across

European and SEA countries to
build a network of highly qualified
healthcare professionals in organ
donation using an

innovative

learning

with

strategy

the

ultimate goal to establish a
sustainable and efficient organ
donation system in SEA. Partners
of

the

continue

ODISSeA
to

consortium

take

every

opportunity to share this noble
mission of ODISSeA with local
and international audiences.

Dr. Diana Mohd Shah from University of Malaya, mentioned about the ODISSeA project
during her sharing about Organ and Tissue Donation in Malaysia at the UMMC’s Medical
Symposium, February 26th

Introduction of the ODISSeA project by Prof. Htar Kyi Swe during the weekly
Internal Medicine CME at Mandalay General Hospital, February 27th

• “Inspire us through your
Creativity” Art Competition
• The Signature

When we speak about organ donation, what
would be the first image that appears in our
mind? Could it be a scene in the hospital, or a
talk given in an awareness event?

dull imagery and dry lectures. An opportunity
has been created for the team members,
and

trainers

to

express

art

piece

which

has

already

won

an

international award!

Organ donation is not necessarily all about

learners

Here we have some exciting news about an

their

message and thought in the formof art“Inspire us through your Creativity” Art
Competition.

A short-film on organ donation, co-produced
by the Malaysian team (Universiti Malaya and
Universiti Teknologi MARA) has successfully
won a “Honorable Jury Mention” award in the
9th Bangalore Short Film Festival-20. The
short-film is expected to be launched during
the awareness event organised in Malaysia.

The objective of the competition is to engage However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
and further motivate the ODISSeA community uncertainties in organising mass-gathering
through ludic and artistic activity. Participants event, we might need to wait a little longer for
can deliver their creativities through all forms its official launch.
of art: singing, drawing, photography, writing
etc. Rewards are awaiting the participants
with the best art piece from each university.

Check out the trailer from this link:
https://youtu.be/2pLt7cX_dAA

For more information please click here:
https://odisseaproject.eu/inspire-usthrough-your-creativity/

To stay updated with ODISSeA project
follow us on our social media!

https://odisseaproject.eu/

https://www.facebook.com/odisseaproject/

https://twitter.com/OdisseaP

https://www.linkedin.com/company/odissea-organ-donation-innovative-strategies-in-southeast-asia/

